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Kantian Philosophy
According to Kant, to treat others as an end and never as a means refers to doing morally permissible things. Kant’s claim of treating others as an end denotes that we should not use others as a mere means and respect everyone as rational individuals having their maxims. Kant’s claim is based on humanity as an end itself whereby reason inspires morality (Hill, 2019). This emphasizes that Kant called for respect to be the crucial motive in every human being when treating others people.
When we use others as a means entails a situation where an individual adopts a plan – tricks, illegitimate or deceptive ways – to persuade another person to perform an action that will benefit others and not the doer. In essence, a person uses another individual to accomplish their goals through manipulation. That is, we treat others with dubious ways to achieve the things we would like. This is the bearing that Kant terms, treating others merely as a means.
Also, in treating others as an end, Kant stresses the need for humans to treat others rationally – morally permissible ways. This is evident from the statement, “In this sense, the application of the law by an appointed judge must be applied always, not with the intention of using whomever committed an infraction as means for something.” Kant condemns the treatment of other people to suit our own needs, such as using manipulation and trickery. Kant assigns that when we use others as a means, we make them behave in ways that appeal to us and not them (Okoro, 2020). However, his greatest concern is that we should consider embracing humanity as the end by ensuring that the actions we get other people perform appeal to their reason. In this regard, every person should treat others in mutually satisfactory ways rather than as a means to satisfy their own needs and goals.
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